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the region under nominal Turkish suzerainty, with a gov-
ernor appointed by the Great Powers and assisted by a
gendarmerie under Swedish, Spanish, Swiss, or Belgian offi-
cers. Italy foresaw, as proved to be the case, that a weak
Albania under the joint direction of the Great Powers would
be far more favorable to Italian interests, than a strong
independent Albania under Austrian influence; because in
Balkan questions, the grouping of the Great Powers tended
to be 4-2 or even 5-1 against Austria—after the Eacconigi
Agreement Italy inclined more and more to the Entente,
and Germany often sided with the Entente when she con-
sidered Austria's Balkan policy to be dangerously aggressive.
By the end of November, this Albanian question, to-
gether with all the other rivalries and suspicions which
had been accentuated by the Balkan War, began seriously
to threaten the peace of Europe. Russia, in spite of some
wavering on Sazonov's part, inclined to back the Serbians
in their actual possession of Northern Albania, and Austria
and Italy were determined to support the Albanian chief-
tains in their opposition to Serbia. Russia began mobiliz-
ing part of her forces against Austria. Austria had already
made preparations for war against Serbia, and was believed
to have mobilized three army corps in Galicia against
Russia. On December 7, Conrad, the head of the Austrian
militarist group, was reappointed to his old-position as
Chief of Staff. Russia, however, drew back when the risk
of war became imminent. Poincare, who had warned
Russia from a too risky support of Serbia on his visit to
Russia, before the Balkan Allies had won their great vic-
tories, now encouraged Russia to take a stiff stand, He saw
that the new Balkan Alliance was virtually equivalent in
strength to a Great Power. With this on the side of Russia,
the prospects were highly favorable for French revanche,
if Austria should attack Russia, and thus involve France
and Germany in a general war. He counted on Italy's

